Asking for Ponouns: For Faculty and Staff

What isa pronoun?
X Apronoun isaword that refersto eitherthe people talking (like | or you) or someone or something
that is benhgtalkedabout (like she,it, them, and this). Gerder pronouns (like he and hers) specifcalTd (h)Tj 0.511 ¢



Why isit realy important to respect your students pronounsas a faalty or staff member?
Asa faailty or staffmember, you are often ina position of power.

X Askng your studentswhat pronouns they useand consistently usingthem rredly candetermine
within the first few minutesif they will feel respected and welcomed at the Collegenot.

X You will be setting an example for your class: If you are consistent about using someone's chosen
pronouns,othersare more likely todllow your example.

X Many of your studentswill be learning about genderpronounsfor the firsttime, so thiswill
be alearning opportunity for them.

x Discussing and correctly using pronouns sets a tone of respect and that trans and gender non-
conforming students do not take for granted.

How do | asksomeone what pronouns they us@
X Tryasking "What ae pronouns do you us@' or "Which pronouns doyou like to hear?' or "Couldyou
remind me whichpronounsyou like for yourself?" It might feel awkward at fiist, but it isnot as
awkward asgetting it wrong or making a hurtful assimption.

X If you are aking aspart of anintroduction exercise and you want to quicklyexplain what you are
askingyou cantry something like this: "Tellusyour name, whereyou come from, and what pronouns
you use Forexample, I'm Xena,I'm from Amazon Idand, andl go byshe,her, and herspronouns. So
you could say, 'she went to her car'if you were talking about me."

What if |



