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Introduction 
Research in 2020 has been different from any other year.  
What I imagined and what I ended up working on were very 
different as times changed and I could no longer work in the 
lab. Instead of collecting new samples to analyze in the lab I 
used data from my research last summer and worked with my 
mentor to discuss new ways to further analyze the data. The 
data came from my study of the effect of ditch construction on 
carbon storage and the resiliency of coastal salt marshes. My 
results from last year comparing carbon weight percent and 
carbon isotopic composition by core depth (Figure 1). We 
wondered if we could take this further by doing some sort of 
statistical analysis, so I spent the summer learning new 
methods to do so. 
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Methods 
In order to analyze the data further I needed to up my skills and experiment 
with computer programs. I used to excel to organize all the data into neat 
columns that could be used later. Some of the tools I used to learn are 

Codecademy, Linkdin Learning, and Youtube. I used Linkdin Learning to get 
an introduction to how to begin with R, but then I branched out to using 

other tools for more specific tutorials. 


